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the doctrine of Rigdon, and 1t was marvelous
to witness the “wicked spirit” of those who
had turned away from the {aith. I never real-
ized before the abomination and wickedness of
dissenters. They drew after them a multitude
of the baser sort, who stood and delighted to
hear them ridicule and slander the prophet and
people of God; by which “the way of truthiras
ecil spo'en of.”

The place was strewed with Rigdon’s paper*
and pamphlets, which, however, had a good
eflect upon many, for they could see the spirit
by which they were written, and shun the con-
tagion,

I had but little understanding of the wick-
edness, rotten heartedness, and baseness of
Sidney Rigdon, till T went to that region of
country, and found some of his elders, sent ont
to seck whom they might devour,

[ am constrained to believe, that the state-
ment made upon the stand was true:—*‘thal
Rigdon did write letters to the mob in M'ssou-
ri;”? (us stated by Mrs. Rockwell.) and thet he
tought opportunits—or laid plans to destroy
Br, Joseph. The wicked spiritin Rigdon’s el=
ders, and those that receive their spirit, are!
plain manifestatione of their sitva‘ion.
honest in heart need not, and cannot be de_
ceived.

Afrer reading the minutcs of the Pittsburgh
conference, to hear them talk of “iightcons-
ness,” and how they will stand by each other
in all righlecousness, gives me peculiar feelings,
and solemn sensations; especially when I re-
flect on the scenes past, and the experience I!
have had in the last thirteen years. The many
that have risen up against the man of God, the
servant to prune the vineyard for the last time,
or more propetly, the **seer that the Lord said
he would bless,”” whom he upheld until the
time appointed to finish his work : He that nev-
er turned aside after the flatteries of hypocrites,
nor rejected the commands ol God when the
heathen raged; or when mabs assemblad,
whined; or when Hinkle and MeLellin or oth-
ers betrayed him into the hands of others for
slavghter,— sian:d h=2 wit1 his lip;: no:
he was true always. I wag there and saw the
works of those two men at Far West:—and
now to hear them talk of righteousness—that
McLellin will stand by Rigdon in all righteous.
ness —it’s marve'lous!

It brings to mind what I witnessed in Jack-
son connty, in 1833, a few months before we
were driven from tha: place. The power of
God was manifest on thatland in our meetings,
held by the elders. I remember in one of
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those meectingsit was made known by prophe-
ey and revelation, through T. B. Marsh, as the
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gpirit gave utterance, ‘*that MecLe'lin would
carry the things the Lord was revealing to his
people, to the worid, and would use his influ"

_ence against the church to destroy it.”

McLellin wondered why T. B, Marsh uttered

'words against him:—Then another arose and

bore testimony to what Marsh had foretold, by
'he same spirit; and a third arose and testified
also, and we marveled! we sorrowed! we won-
dered! 1 shall never forget that scene. Tt
was true, and when I read the Pittsburgh pa-

' pers, and saw DMcLellin in with Rigdon, it

brought the prophetic language of 1833, to my
mind, and confirmed it. McLellin goes against
the church to destroy il!

The scenes I have passed through since 1832,
tor my candic belief in sacred things, are won-
derful. I and my family, and brethren, are
exiles in our own nation because we believe
that God, according to the predictions of the
ho'y seriptures by sundry prophets, has raised
up a prophet and seer: that through him we
have received the Book of Mormon, containing
the history of a fallen people who inhabited
this land befure our progenitors discovered it;
and a'so, containing the fulness of the ever-
lasting gospel for the salvation of the whole
world .

For this belief. I have been robbed, plundered
and driven from houses, goods, possessions and
all, and have lost one son whose bones are now
**bleaching on ihe plains 'of Quincy,’ togethe:
with other Saints who feil victims to the iron
hand of Missouri yengeance.

We have importuned, accarding to the com-
mandment, at the feet of the judge, at the feet
of the governor, and at the feet of the presi-
dent, yet no helping hand has been raised 1n
our behalf to save us from such fury, but rath.
er the rulers take couusel together to destroy
us. As in the days of the Savior, we find false
brethren seek to betray us unto death. DBu:
our thanks are due to God who hath so fa,
preserevd us to carry on his work, so devoutly
begun by that great servant of God and man,
Joseph Smith.

In the hope of the bliss that cometh after
much tribulation, and thiough patience, I re-
main in the bonds of the new and. everlasting
covenant, Y our brother and friend,

DAVID PETTEGREW.

From the Kalamazoo (Mich.) Gazelie,
MORMONISM UNVEILED.

Dear Sir:—To condemn unheard, any man o*
set of men or their principles, on the strength
of popular rumer, or the testimony of enemies,
would be gross injustice. - An impartial inves-
tigation should always precede condemnation
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Tne Latter-day Saints are charged hj their en-
emies, with the blackest crimes. Treason.
murder, theft, polygamy, and adultery, are
among ‘he many crimes laid to their charge.—
The press reiterates and gives publicity to these
charges. Under these circumstances, it is but
right, that they shouid be heard in their de-
f nce. I shall, therefore, in this communica.
tion. briefly examine and refute a few of the
chargee, for it would need a legion of writers'
to answer all the lies fold about us.

Most of the stories against the Mormons
have been propagated by apostates and traitors,
(who have generally been cut off from the
church for their crimes.) They publish theis
lies, and straightway they are believed, and
hawked about as awful disclosures, and re.
ceived by community with trembling and holy
horror. Siduney Rigdon, I see by the papers,
has made an expesition of Mormonism, charg-
ing Joseph Smith and the Mormons with po-
:ygamy, &ec. It does not require a very saga-
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cious mind to fathom Mr. Rigdon’s motive for!

so doing. Soon after the murder of the Smiths,
he deciared in a pvll ¢ address in Nauvoo that
Joseph Smith died approved of God—that the
Latter-day Saints were a blessed people, &e,
His tone is now changed, and why? Because
he sought to be presiding elder, and on account
of his corruption, was rejected. On the 10th
of September, last, he was tried before the
church and excommunicated as a echismatic
If he knew “such enormities to exist among

of t» nse that are good.” No wonder then that
apostates rage, or that the fnlness of truth re-
vealed again should bring a storm of persecu-

tion,
The charge that the Mormons have disre-

garded the laws of 1l'inois, in electing officers
under their charter, when the same had been re-
pealed, is thus exp'ained in the Nauvoo Neigh-
bor: **The time forour election ag pointed out

| by law, occurred just about or before the time

that the report of the repeal reached us. It
was not thoaght advisable, however, to omit
our e'ection upon a mere rumor, but to proceed
and elect our officers, and in the event that the
rumor proved true, to yield, whatever might
be our opinion as to the legal right to repeal an.
act with perpetual succession.”

There is nothing in Mormonism that teache®
vice and immorality; but it requires man to
have faith 1n Gody to tepent of and forsake sin
to be baptised for the remission of the same,
then receive the laving on of hands for the re-
ception of the Holy Spirit, according to the an.
cient pattern, to live virtuous and holy lives,
to believe in and seek to enjoy all the gifts and
blessings enjoyed by the children of the Most
High in days of old. It forbids every species
of erime, and its influence is to make men bet-
ter.  Yet its followers have been persecuted,
murdered and driven from their possessions;
and its slanderers are unceasing in endeavoring
to bring down still greater calamities upon
them. Defenceless prisoners have beern. massa.
cred in cold blood while under the plighted
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the Mormons, why did he call them a blessed
people, and endeavor to place himself at the
head of their church? Mr. Rigdon’s spiritual
wife system was never known till it was hatel- |
ed by John C. Bennett who was cut off from
the ehurch for secuetion.

faith of their country, while our murderers and

| those who have plundered, robbed and driven

us, still go unpunished and can boast of their
‘heroic deeds through tae length and breadih of
the land. For instance, Thomas C. Sharp, ed-

As to the charge of polygamy, I will quote
from the Book of Doctrine and Covenants,
which is the subscribed faith of the chureh and
1s strictly enforeced. Article Marriage, sec.
91, par. 4, says, *‘Inasmuch as this chureh of
Clirist has been reproached with the erime of
{fornication and polygamy, we declare that we
believe that one manghould have BuT oNE wizes

and one woman but one husband except in|

case of death when either is at liberty to marry
again.” Sec. 13, par. 7. Thou shalt love
tay wife with all thy heart and shall eleave
unto her and NONE ELSE” 1n ancient days

the church was troubled with traitors, and al-!
ways will be till God cleanses the earth, andg
restores the government of his Son. Paul ea}‘l!l
he was in perils among fa'se Lrcthren; again he|
says, “know thisthat, in the last days perilous
t:mes sha!l come, for men shall .be TrAITORS,

FALSZ ACCUSCRS, INCONTINENT, ficrce des pime-lr1

‘itor of the Warsaw Signal, is now indicted for
'the murder ot the Smithe, yet he stands at the
head of a weekly paper from whence issues
' most of the vile trash about Mormon outrages,
| &c., Jacob C. Davis, also, a Senater, stands
\indicted for the same murder, and is only kept
from the demands of justice, by mob violence:
yet, when a requisition was made for him by
the Shetiff of Hancock county, the Senate re-.
fused 1o give him up for fear they would not
have strength enough to repeal the Nauvoo
charter. O tempora! O mores! a MURDERER
making lawa for a free and enlightened people.
Isit just that the Mormons should receive such
trentment? O! ye Americans, the glory of
freedom has departed—the rich boon transmit-
ted to us by our fathers has gone from us, if
such things are to be tolerated with impunity.
Our fathers fought for the liberties of which we
'are deprivdd. But savs one, how are you de-
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prived of them?! We have paid bundreds of j ed heads of Europe know of the oppression
thousaunds of dollars into the treasury of the | which has been wrought in a frce republie, les
Un ted States for Jands which we ate notal-j they scoff at you in derision and say you boas
lowed to possess; our chartered rights h;naﬁn[l beity, yet you cannot proiect your own cit
been taken fromus;! fitteen thousand wof olir | izens.

people are now exiles in Illinois and dare nntﬂ Mr, Editor, 1t does. seem to me lhat the press
return to theirlands in Missonri, for the penals { and all lovers of their country, should speak in
ty is death. O, ye Americans you boast of iib- 1:1::-111:5 of thunder in eandemnation of the oppres-
erty! of religious freedom! of protection of life | sion, persecution and abuse the Mormous have
and propertv! Gracefnlly your proud flag floats 'reguymd. ingtead of giving publicity to the
in the breeze of every clime saying, to' the me- Iatmements of such renegadocs,and suechalaw

niols of ether lands, *1I overshadow a land{ less banditti, 0s all acquainted with the facts,
which is an asylum for the oppressed of all na- ‘must. know, . our traducers 1o be; for if such
ions." yet your own citizens, (the poor Mai- ji things are gnflered now, and do not receive thei

mons.) are robbed, mobbed, and plundered with [< merited. :;ahul.,e. and punishinent, because the
impunity. Your prairies have drank our bload: suflerersare: nnpupulnr, perhaps, ere long anoth-
your dungeons have heard our grunns-—jmurp er scct may become unpopular, and be marked
g'lrmmy prisohs have witnessed the cold bloodéd ! out to receive the ven geance of their traducers
assassination ‘of their Jeaders. O tell it nottol|and then farewell to Amerdcan freedon..
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tha tvrants of oriental lands: let not the erown- Yours, &c.q 14 IE. M. WEPR=.
POETRY. 10 A eyl

. For the Times and Seu:&ﬁ:l.:r;

'L SKY,

“iThe _,k}___thg ijr__._l‘he clear blue sky”— 11 The roomy space where clouds appear,

'O how 1 love to gaze upon it! And terrify with awfal'thouder;
The upper deep of realms on high— | And then to give our hearts good cheer, -
1 wonder when the Lord begun ut? We see the rain-bow arch’d up yonder.
There systems roll in endless light, The universe of worlds, en masse,
(Aphelion or a perinhelion;) Se charmingly spread out, al) over,
A noiseless round of day and night, | The everlasting looking-glass,
Iehnvah‘s benunﬁed p:wn.mn i | . The molten mirror of Jehovah! ‘
The trackless way, where spirits go, | The sky—the sky—so bland and fair,—
“From this cold world of stinzing pleasure; || O how I love to stand and view it!
Te where they sec, and taste and know, And when it “falls,” may I be there,
‘Eternal life, the **heavenly treasure.” - To see the "King?f Kings™ renew it.

%w

; £ | Tha Times and Seasoms, '
| 1. anpd;uﬂ Publlﬂud about the first and fifteenth of every month, on the corner nf Water
... and Bain Streets, Nauvoo, Hancock County, Illinois, byl 4

JOHN ; TAYLOR,

_EDITOR AND PROPRIETOR.
TERMS —-Tv;vn Dnm.u.s perannum, payable in all casesin advance. Any person procuring
five new subscribers, and forwarding us Tep Dollars current money, shall receive oue volume

gratis. ‘All lmtarﬂ ml.m ba lddreaued 10 J uhn ‘Taylnr, édnm,rnsr utn, or rhey will not receive
attention. P 1 E bt




