
O PUBLIC DISCUSSION. 

a man that will tell one falsehood to injure an innocent people, will tell five hundred, 
if necessary, for the same object. I have also spoken of John C. Bennett's character; 
perhaps these gentlemen suppose that great importance is to be attached to Mr. Cas
well's statement, because he is a reverend gentleman ; but reverend gentlemen can. 
tell falsehoods, when it answers their purpose, as well as others. I will presently 
show some of their proceedings. We have had a terrible account about the murder 
of Governor Boggs, I suppose given by the Rev. Mr. Caswell. Ex-governor Boggs 
is now living in California, at the gold mines. (Laughter). But I suppose he must 
be dead, because a reverend gentleman said so. Mr. Robertson hiis told us of a cer-, 
tain editor, who was afraid to pollute his paper with remarks made by some of the 
gentlemen before referred to. I t certainly would have been more to the credit of the 
persons concerned, notwithstanding they had no regard for the truth, if they had 
had a little more regard for delicacy; and with all due deference, I must say, that 
men of the profession and calling of my opponents, would have displayed a little more 
taste, if they had possessed a little more of that delicacy of feeling which actuated the 
editor. We are accused here of polygamy, and actions the most indelicate, obscene, 
and disgusting, such than none but a corrupt and depraved heart could have con
trived. These things are too outrageous to admit of belief; therefore, leaving the 
sisters of the " White Veil," the " Black Veil," and all the other veils, with those 
gentlemen to dispose of, together with their authors, as they think best, I shall content 
myself by reading our views of chastity and marriage, from a work published by us, 
containing some of the articles of our Faith. " Doctrine and Covenants," page 330. 

" 1. According to the custom of all civilised nations, marriage is regulated by laws 
and ceremonies; therefore we believe that all marriages in this Church of Jesus 
Christ, of Latter-day Saints, should be solemnized in a public meeting, or feast, pre
pared for that purpose; and that the solemnization should be performed by a presid
ing High Priest, High Priest, Bishop, Elder, or Priest, not even prohibiting those 
persons who are desirous to get married, of being married by other authority. We 
believe that it is not right to prohibit members of this church from marrying out of 
the church, if it be their determination so to do, but such persons will be considered 
weak in the faith of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

" 2. Marriage should be celebrated with prayer and thanksgiving; and at the 
solemnization, the persons to be married standing together, the man on the right, and 
the woman on the left, shall be addressed by the person officiating, as he shall be 
directed by the Holy Spirit; and if there be no legal objections, he shall say, calling 
each by their names, " You both mutually agree to be each other's companion, hus
band and wife, observing the legal rights belonging to this condition ; that is, keeping 
yourselves wholly for each other, and from all others during your lives." And when 
they shall have answered " Yes," he shall pronounce them1" husband and wife, in the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and by virtue of the laws of the country, and autho
rity vested in him: ' May God add his blessing, and keep you to fulfil your covenants 
from henceforth, and for ever. Amen.' 

" 3 . The Clerk of every Church should keep a record of the marriages solemnized 
in his branch. 

" 4. All legal contracts of marriage made before a person is baptized into this Church 
should be held sacred and fulfilled. Inasmuch as this Church of Jesus Christ has 
been reproached with the crime of fornication, and polygamy, we declare that we be
lieve that one man should have one wife, and one woman but one husband, except in 
•case of death, when either is at liberty to marry again. It is not right to persuade a 
woman to be baptized contrary to the will of her husband; neither is it lawful to 
influence her to leave her husband. All children are bound by law to obey their 
parents ; and to influence them to embrace any religious faith, or be baptized, or leave 
their parents without their consent is unlawful and unjust. We believe that hus
bands, parents, and masters, who exercise control over their wives, childi'en, and, 
servants, and prevent them from embracing the truth, will have to answer for that 
sin." 

Mr. Robertson talks about our bold and audacious pretensions. I may be a little; 
out of order in speaking on this subject, but I am following the remarks made by, 
ray opponents, and the thing must rest with them. They bring certain charges 


